
Classroom Literacy Activities for Preschool Children

Oral language, phonological awareness, print awareness, and letter
knowledge are highly correlated with reading success. The only way to
be surechildren are gaining in these areas isto intentionallv plan to have
something from each area everydayl

Ways to support orallanguQge:
• Model appropriate gram'mar and the use of rich vocab~lary.
• Maintain positive, nurturing relationships with children and engage

them individually in responsive, conversations throughout the day.
• Useinstructional dialogue that fostersthinking about words and,

concepts. '
• Answer children's 'questions and provide explanations.
• Provide.real experiences that expand children's vocabulary, such as

field trips in the communi'ty and exposure to various tools, objects, and
materials.. , ,

.• Read daily a vanety of high-quality fictio,n and nonfiction books to
, individual children Orsmall groups. Include books that positively reflect
children's identity, home, language, and culture. '

• While reading to children, give them opportunities to actively ,
participate, relate 'stonesto their every day lives"and answer analytical
questions about stories.' .

• Provide opportunities for children to discussstories,hear repeated
readings of stories,retell familiar stories,act out stories,and create their
own stories.

• Encourage communication among children by helping them learn to
take turns listening and talking to one another and USe language to
solve problems. , '

• Respect the culture and language of children who are learning English
as a second language by ensuring that children are able to maintain
their home language while also learning to speak and read English.",

Ways to develop phonological awareness:
• ' Share stories,poems, nursery rhymes. chants, finger plays, and songs in

which phonemic patterns such as rhyme and alliteration are present.
• Read frequently books with patterned. prediGtable texts. '
• Engage children in choral re.adingsof rhymes and rhythms in order to

help them associate the symbolswith the sounds they hear in these
words. Play listening games with children such as taking a "listening




